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Whereas, on this, the Fortieth Anniversary 

of the Founding of the School of Medicine, 
Fabian Chavez, Jr., is being Honored with an 
Endowed Chair for Population Health Re-
search at the School; and 

Whereas, the Members of the Senate of the 
State of New Mexico, who are still privileged 
to receive Advice, Counsel and Guidance 
from Fabian, almost all of it Unsolicited, 
continue to consider Fabian as not just a 
Friend, but also as a Trusted Colleague in 
Public Service; and 

Whereas, the Senate takes Great Pride in 
being able to be Associated with Fabian Cha-
vez, Jr.: Now, therefore, be it Resolved by the 
Senate of the State of New Mexico, That Fa-
bian Chavez, Jr., be Thanked for all his work 
on behalf of the Residents of the State of 
New Mexico and that he be Congratulated for 
the Latest Recognition he has received.∑
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RETIREMENT OF BILL GEORGE AS 
CEO OF MEDTRONIC CORPORATION 

∑ Mr. WELLSTONE. Mr. President, I 
rise today to praise Bill George, a con-
stituent who is a valued member of the 
Minnesota community and a good 
friend, on the occasion of his retire-
ment as CEO of Medtronic Corporation. 

The first comment I should make is 
that there is something very unique 
about Bill George and that uniqueness 
has translated into the way he has led 
Medtronic. 

Medtronic is one of the world’s lead-
ing medical technology companies, 
providing lifelong solutions for people 
with chronic disease. Its preeminence 
is due in large part to the leadership of 
Bill George, its CEO since 1991. During 
his tenure, Bill George has transformed 
Medtronic into a company that em-
ploys 25,000 people in 120 countries, and 
has scientific, manufacturing, edu-
cation, and sales facilities worldwide. 

The company has extended its core 
technological competencies so that 
they now make pacemakers and a 
whole host of devices for patients fac-
ing cardiac arrest and heart failure. 
The company also makes devices for 
patients dealing with spacticity associ-
ated with cerebral palsy, cancer and 
cancer pain, neurological disorders like 
Parkinsons, and women’s health condi-
tions like incontinence. Bill George’s 
philosophy of excellence has led the 
company to seek those opportunities 
where it can excel. The products it has 
produced and the relief it has brought 
to patients testify to the success of 
Bill’s philosophy. 

I am told that every three seconds, 
somewhere in the world, a Medtronic 
product is used to save or enhance 
someone’s life. 

Bill George doesn’t just think about 
his company and its future. He has a 
vision for the health care system in 
this country and has worked to align 
the company’s goals with that vision. 
His vision of holistic, patient-centered 
care that is enabled by the techno-
logical leaps we are making today is 
reflected in the planning he has done 
for the future. Bill instituted Vision 

2010 to focus Medtronic on the nexus of 
the rapid developments happening in 
medical technology, computer tech-
nology, drug therapy and gene therapy 
in order to develop even better, more 
advanced treatments for chronic dis-
eases in the next 10 years. 

During Bill’s tenure, Medtronic has 
encouraged innovation by launching a 
‘‘Science and Technology Are Reward-
ing’’ program, with $3 million in 
grants. Under Bill George’s leadership, 
the Medtronic Foundation has reached 
out to patient groups in unprecedented 
ways, giving $12 million in grants to 
non-profit organizations in commu-
nities worldwide last year. I want to 
single out the Patient Summit that the 
Medtronic Foundation sponsored in 
Washington, D.C. last year. I had the 
honor of speaking at that meeting, 
whose purpose was to encourage a dia-
logue between patients, policymakers, 
and advocacy groups about the role pa-
tients can play in directing their own 
health care. 

As a fellow Minnesotan, I’ve watched 
Bill’s personal efforts in the commu-
nity with much admiration. His service 
as chair of the board of the United Way 
of Minneapolis and vice chair of the 
board of the Minneapolis Institute of 
Arts, as well as his work on the boards 
of the American Red Cross and the Car-
negie Endowment for International 
Peace show Bill’s dedication and 
breadth of interests. 

Bill’s lifestyle, his mission, and his 
vision are all reflected in the recogni-
tion Medtronic regularly receives. For-
tune Magazine designated Medtronic as 
one of the ‘‘Best Companies to Work 
for in America’’. Industry Week’s 
ranked it as one of the ‘‘Best Managed 
Companies.’’ Money magazine chose 
Medtronic as one of the ‘‘Best Invest-
ments in 2000 and Beyond.’’ Business 
Ethics recognized the company for its 
demonstrated leadership in ethics and 
social responsibility with its ‘‘General 
Excellence in Ethics’’ award. 

In his 10 years as CEO, Bill George 
has helped to expand Medtronic to an 
even higher plane as an organization 
that is dynamic, creative, and pas-
sionate about its mission of restoring 
people to full life and health. 

As the Senior Senator from Min-
nesota, I thank him for his dedication 
to his work, for his service to his com-
munity—and I don’t mean just Min-
neapolis or Minnesota, but the whole 
international community in which he 
is engaged, and for his friendship. I 
wish him well as he continues his ac-
tive life which not only will include 
chairing Medtronic’s board and in-
volvement in community service, but 
also writing and teaching.∑
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TRIBUTE TO KEVIN GRAY 

∑ Mr. SMITH of New Hampshire. Mr. 
President, I rise today to pay tribute 
to Kevin Gray of Canterbury, NH, for 

being honored as the 2000 Sportswriter 
of the Year by the members of the Na-
tional Sportscasters and Sportswriters 
Association. 

A native of Plymouth, NH, Kevin is a 
sports communications graduate of the 
University of New Hampshire. He has 
been employed at The Union Leader 
newspaper for over six years and is a 
columnist and feature writer for the 
newspaper. Kevin writes a popular 
weekly column for the Union Leader on 
the paper’s ‘‘Get Out’’ page and is also 
a member of the Union Leader’s motor 
sports coverage team for Winston Cup 
events at New Hampshire International 
Speedway. 

Kevin is known in high school and 
football circles in New Hampshire for 
his columns, ‘‘High School Hoopla’’ and 
‘‘Between the Lines’’. He has covered 
notable assignments in the sports 
arena including the NCAA men’s bas-
ketball tournament, the Winter X 
Games at Mount Snow, VT and regular 
coverage of Boston Red Sox home 
games. 

Active in community service, Kevin 
often speaks with English classes at 
journalism workshops throughout New 
Hampshire, ranging from middle school 
to college level audiences. 

Kevin and his wife, Tareah, reside in 
Canterbury, NH. It is an honor and a 
privilege to serve Kevin Gray in the 
United States Senate. I wish him much 
success in his future endeavors.∑
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TRIBUTE TO THE MILFORD HIGH 
SCHOOL STUDENTS 

∑ Mr. SMITH of New Hampshire. Mr. 
President, I rise today to pay tribute 
to 13 students from Milford High 
School in Milford, NH, who were re-
cently selected to compete in the na-
tional finals of the ‘‘We the People . . . 
the Citizen and the Constitution’’ pro-
gram held April 21–23, 2001, in Wash-
ington, DC. These high school students 
competed on the State level for the op-
portunity to represent New Hampshire 
at the national competition, and were 
among more than 1,200 students from 49 
States and the District of Columbia to 
participate. 

The distinguished members of the 
team representing New Hampshire are: 
Catilin Allen, Jeremy Berger, Aaron 
Costa-Ganis, Mike Danner, Tiffany 
Fariole, Chris Lawler, Jason Lewis, 
Sean Parenti, Keith Parker, Todd 
Rounsaville, Sarah Rush, Dawn Staiti 
and Irene Direnko. 

All 13 New Hampshire students were 
tested on the Constitution and Bill of 
Rights before simulated congressional 
committees to demonstrate their 
knowledge of constitutional principles 
and their relevance to contemporary 
issues. The competition in Washington 
consisted of 2 days of hearings; and 10 
finalists, with the highest scores, com-
peting for the title of national winner 
on Capitol Hill in a congressional hear-
ing room. 
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